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I hereby certify that this correspondence is, on the 
date shown below, being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Date 




Diana R. Castillo 




Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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The citation listed on the enclosed PTO-1449 Form is submitted under 37§;.F.R. 
§§1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with the duty of disclosure as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 
The Examiner is requested to make these citations officially of record in the appUcation. This 
Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the mailing of the first Office Action 
for the above-identified appUcation and, to the knowledge of the undersigned, before the mailing 
of either a final action or a notice of allowance. Accordingly, it is believed by the undersigned 
that a petition and petition fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(d) are not required. 

A check in the amount of $180 is enclosed to cover the fee under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.17(p). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees, or additional 
monies to cover an underpayment by the enclosed check or the inadvertent omission of this 
check, to deposit account No. 1 3-0201 . A duplicate copy of this Statement is attached 
herewith .nH I. nniv to he used if the Office needs to make a charge against the deposit 
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account. 

Citations Al-10. B1-B16. and C1-C26 have been previously submitted in 
Applicants' prior Information Disclosure Statements. 



Citations Bl 8-B20 are Japanese Patent Documents in the Japanese Language. An 



English-language abstract of each of Citations B18 - B20 is attached to the front of the 
corresponding document. Also, a PCT Search Report for another case indicates that U.S. EP- 
812040 (Citation B17) is foreign counterpart application to JP-9-283847-A (Citation B20). 



This Information Disclosure Statement Under 37 C.F.R. §1 .56 is not to be 



construed as a representation that any of the hsted citations establishes, by itself or in 
combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of any claim in the 
above-identified application. Additionally, this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 
construed as a representation that a further search of the art has been made by Applicants, or that 
additional information relevant to the examination of this application does not exist unbeknownst 
to Applicants. 



March 15, 2002 
COUDERT BROTHERS, LLP 
600 Beach Street, 3"^ Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
Telephone: (415)409-2900 
Telefax: (415)409-7400 




Hal R. Yeagetr *^ 
Registration No. 35,419 



SANFRANCISCO 4065389vl 



